
District Councillors Report – for Milton, Landbeach and Waterbeach PC, 
January 2020  
Cllrs Hazel Smith, Judith Rippeth and Anna Bradnam: 
Greater Cambridge Local Plan 
The first consultation on the local plan has started: you may have seen the roadshow in 
Tesco on Sat 25th Jan. There are further opportunities at the Science Park and Cambridge 
North Station in February: see the website for more details at 
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/Consultations which also gives an opportunity to read and send 
in comments on the Waterbeach Neighbourhood Plan, created by villagers and the Parish 
Council.  
The Local Plan consultation will run until 26 February 2020. Please watch and share their 
video  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9p3BZ8oS3M&t=161s 2.3 

Cambridge Police station move – change of approach 

You will recall that the previous Police and Crime Commissioner had submitted plans for a 
police station in Milton next to the Park and Ride, and held 2 meetings of pre-planning 
consultation in the village on his proposals. Under the new interim PCC (there is an election 
for this post on May 7th), and following a huge outcry from Cambridge City about the loss of 
their police station, as they saw it, the police seem to be taking a different tack now. 
In February, Cambridgeshire Constabulary will be consulting the public on proposals to 
“enhance” their service for the south of Cambridgeshire. The consultation will take place 
from Saturday 1st February to Saturday 29th February 2020. Posters and information leaflets 
will be distributed to libraries and police stations across the county. The proposals include 
keeping a police station (though not custody cells) in the City. 

They launched a consultation website on Monday 20th January – 
www.cambspoliceconsultation.co.uk – which includes a video, FAQs and more 
information about why they’re making this proposal.  
Public drop-in events 

Date and time Location 

Saturday 1st February 2020 – 10am to 2pm The Grafton Centre, Cambridge 

Thursday 6th February 2020 – 2pm to 5pm Waitrose Ely, Brays Lane 

Wednesday 12th February 2020 – 4pm to 7pm Sainsbury’s Superstore, Huntingdon 

Saturday 22nd February 2020 – 10am to 2pm The Lion Yard Shopping Centre, Cambridge 

Cambridgeshire Road Safety Partnership survey 

The Cambridgeshire Road Safety Partnership is reviewing its operations and asking for 
views: the link to their survey, which closes on 6th February, is 
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/33PW2/  

Anglian Water – sewage works move 
Parish Councillors in our 3 villages have now received an in-depth briefing on the process for 
moving the sewage works – with no detail. AW are waiting for the go-ahead to consult with 
our villages (among others) on the actual sites proposed for relocating the sewage works. 
When we hear anything we’ll let you know! Last thing we heard was that the £227m grant 
from the Housing Infrastructure Fund was to be handed over to Cambridge City Council, and 

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/Consultations
http://www.cambspoliceconsultation.co.uk/
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/33PW2/


the ‘deal’ agreed, before the confidential bits of the proposal are released and the 
consultation can then start. 

Zero Carbon Community Grants 

Over £120,000 was handed out by South Cambs District Council in the end. The grant pot 
was increased because the council wanted to support all the brilliant ideas that met their 
criteria. Waterbeach Cycling Campaign received a grant of £1,200 for cycle stands. Other 
villages went for electric bikes, tree planting, Eco-Eats festival, repair cafe and other ideas – 
the full list is available on 
https://scambs.moderngov.co.uk/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?ID=11231 , including those that did 
not receive funding this time. 

South Cambs District Council budget setting 

As in recent years, the Council Tax will go up in April by £5 for each Band D property (the 
amount that the Government has set as a cap for authorities with a low current council tax). 
There are expected to be difficult decisions to be made next year, when SCDC will get less 
from the increase in Business Rates, due to the expected ‘Fair Funding Review’ which has 
been delayed by a few years. 
 

South Cambs ‘Taxi’ (Hackney Carriage and Private Hire) Licensing Policy  
The Council is updating policy to improve safety for the public. Consultation has been full 
and thorough, receiving comments for six weeks until 23 September 2019 with a 
stakeholder workshop on 30 October and a further round of consultation in January 2020 
with another trade workshop on 21 January. The main changes proposed are: new limits on 
the age and (gradually) fuel of the vehicle by 2021 – to reduce carbon dioxide and other 
emissions, all vehicles must have internal-facing CCTV (other rules about outward-facing 
dashcams), twice-yearly vehicle testing, one-year probationary licence for new operators 
and drivers then reverting to renewal at the third year, operator signage on the front door 
(in addition to Licensing Authority signage on the rear doors), internal vehicle notices in all 
PH vehicles including plate-exempt vehicles and to cease internal appeals on officer 
decisions made under delegated powers. Drivers can appeal directly to magistrates if they 
wish to. This will be considered by the Licensing Committee on 10 February and, if agreed, 
recommended to full Council on 20 February. 
 

Disabled Facilities Grant 
A survey of all houses across the district has been carried out to look at properties which are 
fuel inefficient.  A database has now been created and letters sent out to 250 dwellings 
across South Cambs with an Energy Performance Certificate rating of G - the lowest 
band.  Last year the rules on the allocation of this grant were extended so that homes which 
were poorly insulated or indeed with inefficient heating systems could be upgraded.  There 
has been an underspend of this budget at South Cambs over the past few years, meaning 
that once key repairs and housing adaptations - such as fitting a wet room - had been 
carried out almost £200  000 has been carried over to date. The grant is means tested and 
there is a cap of £10 000 per household so the Council will wait to see what the uptake is 
and then extend it to properties rated as an F on an energy performance 
certificate.  Alongside this the council is also putting out to tender a service to provide 
energy efficiency advice. Owner occupiers and tenants in council or privately rented 
properties will all be able to have a free assessment and receive advice on how to obtain 

https://scambs.moderngov.co.uk/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?ID=11231


grants or receive discounts towards energy saving improvements.  More information to 
follow once a company has been selected. 
 

Mobile Warden Scheme 

Landbeach, Waterbeach and Chittering:   
There are currently 14 houses on the scheme with a total of 16 people - 3 men and 13 
women. 
Landbeach: 2 women and 1 man. Chittering: 1 woman. Waterbeach: 2 men, 10 
women.  Four in their 70s, the rest in their 80s and 90s with the eldest being 97. Two of the 
service users have no next of kin.  The scheme is thriving but still spread the word as 
obviously sometimes participants go into care homes or pass away. This level of assistance 
provided through this scheme is vital for some of our elderly residents as it enables them to 
stay in their homes and amongst familiar surroundings and helps to combat social isolation 
and loneliness. 
The warden, Diane Robertshaw, calls the service users each day and tries to visit everyone 
twice a week (Monday - Friday.) She picks up shopping and prescriptions from the 
Waterbeach pharmacy, makes dental and doctor’s appointments and sometimes calls the 
voluntary car scheme on users’ behalf and makes other phone calls to plumbers, electricians 
or to the Age UK handyman or key safe at Age UK.  She also helps with referrals to village 
benefits and with filling out attendance allowance claim forms. She makes a positive impact 
quickly. 
South Cambs during the current tax year have increased funding of mobile warden schemes 
by 4%. With the roll out of new schemes in the district, funding should increase significantly, 
obviously based on the passing of the budget at the next Full Council meeting and on the 
votes of the Grants Advisory Committee.  The Mobile Warden Scheme remains a priority of 
the Council. Sadly The Evelyn trust’s contribution to the Landbeach, Waterbeach and 
Chittering Scheme comes to an end in December 2020. As health and social care budgets 
are cut year on year charities will probably be inundated with requests for schemes which 
cover the broad area of health and social care. 
 

Holocaust Memorial Day - 27th January 

 

All three of us along with other councillors and officers attended a very moving and 
informative presentation given by Cllr Martin Cahn, his wife and elder son, to mark this 
occasion.  Lest we forget. 


